
How does one predict the future? In many
cases one could look to history to gather
data and analyse statistical trends.

How does one change the future? By using
this historical knowledge to develop new
initiatives and pathways to success.

If you continually follow the
same process you are

guaranteed the same results.

You may consider this an unusual lead-in
to a feature article regarding the future of
transportation education in Canada.
However, if I have done my job, this will
make sense as you read further.

As part of an informal data gathering to
discover the current status of transportation
programs in our Canadian universities,
questionnaires were sent via email to those
professors who are responsible for moulding
the minds of our up and coming
transportation professionals. Unfortunately,
not everyone had the time to respond, but
those who did shared openly the challenges
and triumphs of their respective programs.
From those responses the following themes
emerged.

For many young people, the opportunity to
learn in a post-secondary institution is the

bridge between the foundation of their
childhood education and the formulation of,
in many cases, what will become their life-
long careers. During this period in their lives
they are still relatively sheltered from the
vagaries of professional careers, yet at the
same time are challenged to take
responsibility for their learning at a level not
previously experienced. The success or
failure of this endeavour often rests on the
shoulders of their professors.

“One of the key elements is
the teaching quality of

transportation professors.
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Please describe what attracted you to transportation
engineering?

After completing three years of my civil engineering degree (and
getting tired of all those courses in structural engineering),
I found myself becoming more interested in transportation. I think
transportation is a unique field within civil engineering because of
the systems perspective needed to address many transportation
problems. I liked the fact that these problems required both
technical expertise and sensitivity to social issues.

If asked to speak to a class of engineering students, how
would you recommend it as a profession?

One of the exciting aspects of being a transportation engineer is
the constantly evolving nature of the profession. Every day you
can pick up the newspaper and read about transportation – it’s
something that everybody can relate to. The challenge for
professionals is to evolve along with the transportation system,
continuously working at upgrading our knowledge and skills.

MEMBER HIGHLIGHT

Academic Achievements & Professional Designations:

B.Sc., P. Eng.

At which educational institution(s) did you earn your degree?

University of Manitoba, Undergrad 2003

To pay your way through University, what kinds of jobs have
you had?

Farmhand
Draftsman – Town of Altona Public Works
Research Associate – University of Manitoba
Transport Information Group
Traffic Signals Construction Coordinator – City of
Winnipeg
Transportation Engineer-in-Training – Montufar &
Associates

Current employment: include position title:

Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Civil Engineering,
University of Manitoba

Transportation Engineering Consultant – Montufar &
Associates

When did you join CITE?

2003

What roles/positions have you taken on as a member of CITE?

President of the University of Manitoba ITE Student
Chapter
Treasurer & Secretary of the ITE Manitoba Section

Married with Children?

Wife Rachel, plus two energetic pre-school boys.

Current city/prov of residence:

20 minutes south of Winnipeg, Manitoba

Personal hobbies:

Music, hockey, travelling, camping
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Who has had the greatest influence on your life and
career?

Professor Alan Clayton has probably had the greatest influence
on my transportation engineering career. In addition to teaching
me technical skills and providing many wise words of advice,
Alan models a quality of character, generosity, and respect that
I admire and deeply appreciate.

If you did not pursue engineering as a career choice, did
you have another career in mind?

When I finished high school, I seriously considered pursuing a
career in music. I decided on engineering because I figured that
I could always be engineer and do music on the side, but being a
musician and doing engineering on the side didn’t seem to be as
feasible.

What is the first thing people most commonly ask or say
when they find out you are a transportation engineer?

A lot of people who find out that I’m doing a Ph.D. in
transportation engineering and that my research involves trucks
(really big trucks, at that!) suggest that “we should just get rid
of all those trucks and put things back on trains!”

What is the most daring thing you’ve done in your lifetime
(that you’re willing to see in print)?

A few years ago I had the opportunity to go whitewater rafting
on the Zambezi river in southern Africa. Perhaps the waiver
I signed prior to the trip was a clue…

What is the last book that you read, or are currently reading?

With the stacks of academic reading that typically cover my desk,
I tend to shy away from reading anything too heavy in my spare
time. Right now I’ve discovered a witty and satirical comic strip
called Pearls Before Swine which I’m quite enjoying.

Have you ever met anyone you consider famous?

Although I can’t say I actually met him, I have sat in Don Cherry’s
chair on the Hockey Night in Canada set. For a Canadian Prairie
boy, that’s about as famous as it gets!

What is the single greatest satisfaction you take from the
engineering profession?

As transportation engineers, we have opportunities every day
to impact the lives of people – all of whom interact with and
depend on the system that we engineer on a daily basis.
And these impacts are not limited to local levels; they have
implications regionally, nationally, and globally. Accepting these
often messy realities and finding ways to make even small
positive contributions within them gives me satisfaction.

REGEHR
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OUTSTANDING
VOLUNTARY SERVICE
AWARD

CITE grants this award to a member or
members making an outstanding voluntary
contribution to CITE or one of its projects
during the previous year.

www.cite7.org/scholarships_awards/outstandingvolunteer.php

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
Each year, the Canadian Institute of Transportation Engineers
sponsors an awards program to honour outstanding achievement
in transportation engineering and distinguished service to CITE.
The awards, presented annually at the CITE Annual Conference
Awards Luncheon, bestow national recognition upon the recipients
and increase the public’s awareness of the role and
responsibilities of the transportation practitioner.

CITE is currently seeking nominations for its two practitioner
awards, the H. Robert Burton Distinguished Service Award and the
Outstanding Voluntary Contribution Award.

Nominations for both awards will be received until March 15, 2009.
Submissions may be in the form of a fax or email stating the name
of the individual, and a brief description of why the member should
be considered for the award (specify which award).

Please direct submissions to:

Gene Chartier, P.Eng.
vicepresident@cite7.org
Tel: 905.985.7346
Fax: 905.985.9914

CITE AWARDS

H. ROBERT BURTON
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE

AWARD

CITE’s most prestigious award is named after a
man who dedicated much of his life to the
transportation profession. Bob Burton spent his
entire career practicing and promoting traffic
engineering in Canada. A founder of the original
Canadian Section in 1951, he was still attending
CITE Toronto Section meetings right up to his
death at the age of 101 years.

Each year, CITE recognizes an individual
member who has shown these same qualities
that Bob Burton practiced with the H. Robert
Burton Distinguished Service Award. Nominees
will have demonstrated a notable career in the
field and have a record of service with CITE.

www.cite7.org/scholarships_awards/RobertBurtonAward.php

mailto:vicepresident@cite7.org?subject=CITE Awards
http://www.cite7.org/scholarships_awards/outstandingvolunteer.php
http://www.cite7.org/scholarships_awards/RobertBurtonAward.php


2009 ELECTIONS

With the arrival of 2009 CITE members will see the terms for
their National Executive draw to a close. As current Past
President, I have the responsibility for managing the call for
nominations. The positions of President, Vice President,
Secretary Treasurer and Director are now being called.
I require a written nomination which includes a description of
the nominee, their qualifications that make them suitable for
the position, as well as signatures indicating support by the
nominee and two ITE members in good standing. The deadline
for nomination paperwork is midnight, February 16, 2009 via
either email or Canada Post.

Election results will be announced during the AGM in
Montréal this coming June.

Any questions regarding the upcoming election should be
directed to:

Mike Skene, Past President
District 7
Tel: 250.388.9877
pastpresident@cite7.org

Please note that this election will be carried out by electronic
ballot through ITE headquarters.

Below are some excerpts from the Executive guidelines in
regards to candidate requirements. For information regarding
Executive Position Descriptions, visit
www.cite7.org/documents/Executive_position_desc.pdf

EXECUTIVE GUIDELINES

PREPARATION OF MAIL BALLOTS
FOR ELECTIONS

When ballots are prepared for officer election, the names of
nominees will be listed alphabetically. Each nominee shall
prepare a statement of up to 500 words setting forth their
aspirations, ideas and proposal as to the office nominated. If
supplied by the nominee by the specified due date, the
statement will be included with the ballot.

Each eligible District 7 member shall receive the following 60
days prior to the Annual General Meeting:

• Ballot.
• Short biography and picture of each candidate.
• An outer postage paid envelope, addressed to

District 7 Nomination and Election Committee.
• An unmarked inner envelope.

DIRECTOR’S CAMPAIGN RULES

The main issue in setting campaign “rules” is level the playing
field so that candidates have an equal opportunity inform the
membership of their goals, and to minimize the out-of-pocket
expenses that may occur during this type of campaign. The
following “rules” have been proposed for this campaign. Note:
these are still being reviewed for approval at the CITE
Executive level, but are included here to ensure the process
has not been lost:

• campaign expenses (travel, accommodation, meals, etc.)
are not eligible for re-imbursement by CITE

• campaign speeches will be limited to the CITE Annual
Conference (when all candidates are present)

• other campaign efforts will be limited to:
• one posting through the CITE email distribution

network
• one insert/article in Transportation Talk
• the regular mail-out candidate description that

goes with the Ballots
• there will be no separate mail-outs to members
• there will be no individual email campaign notices

sent out
• any CITE Executive member, who is a candidate, shall not

take advantage of their position during the campaign
• any breach of these rules may result in the Nominating

Committee Chair revoking the nomination of that
individual.
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FOR NATIONAL CITE EXECUTIVE

mailto:pastpresident@cite7.org?subject=2009 National Elections
http://www.cite7.org/documents/Executive_position_desc.pdf
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JOHN VARDON MEMORIAL

TRANSPORTATION SCHOLARSHIP

Applicants for the annual $2,000 (CDN) scholarship must be:
enrolled in an accredited transportation engineering program at
the Masters level at a Canadian university; an ITE member; and
either a Canadian citizen or permanent resident of Canada.

The recipient will also receive free registration and up to $1,000
to reimburse travel expenses to attend the 2009 CITE Annual
Conference in Montréal, QC from May 30 - June 3, 2009 and be
recognized at the Annual Awards Luncheon.

Application Deadline: April 1, 2009

For further information or to request an Application Form, contact:

Gene Chartier, P.Eng.
vicepresident@cite7.org
Tel: 905.985.7346

..........................................................

CITE ITRANS UNDERGRADUATE

SCHOLARSHIP

Applicants for the annual $2,000 (CDN) scholarship must be:
completing their 2nd or 3rd year of studies in planning, geography,
or engineering at a Canadian university; an ITE member; and either
a Canadian citizen or permanent resident of Canada.

The Application Form must be accompanied by a technical paper
related to the field of transportation. The paper, which must be
less than 1,000 words, does not have to be original work, but
must be presented in a form solely developed and written by the
applicant without correction or additions by their professors.

The recipient will also receive free registration and up to $1,000
to reimburse travel expenses to attend the 2009 CITE Annual
Conference in Montréal, QC from May 30 - June 3, 2009 and be
recognized at the Annual Awards Luncheon.

Application Deadline: April 1, 2009

For further information or to request an Application Form, contact:

Gene Chartier, P.Eng.
vicepresident@cite7.org
Tel: 905.985.7346

DR. MICHEL VAN AERDE MEMORIAL

TRANSPORTATION SCHOLARSHIP

Applicants for the annual $2,000 (CDN) scholarship must be:
enrolled in an accredited transportation engineering program at the
Doctorate level at a Canadian university; an ITE member; and
either a Canadian citizen or permanent resident of Canada.

The recipient will also receive free registration and up to $1,000 to
reimburse travel expenses to attend the 2009 CITE Annual
Conference in Montréal, QC from May 30 - June 3, 2009 and be
recognized at the Annual Awards Luncheon.

Application Deadline: April 1, 2009

For further information or to request an Application Form, contact:

Gene Chartier, P.Eng.
vicepresident@cite7.org
Tel: 905.985.7346

..........................................................

STUDENT PAPER COMPETITION

Award sponsored by Stantec Consulting Ltd.

Each year, CITE offers a Student Paper Award to students in
accredited Transportation programs at Canadian universities and
colleges. This award is based on the technical merit and writing
ability demonstrated in the paper, which must be at least 1,000
words.

The winner will receive a cash award of $500 (CDN), plus up to
$1,000 to reimburse expenses to attend the 2009 CITE Annual
Conference in Montréal, QC from May 30 - June 3, 2009. At the
conference, the winner will be invited to present their paper and
will be recognized at the Annual Awards Luncheon. An abridged
version of the paper will also be published in CITE’s Transportation
Talk newsletter.

The winning paper is also entered into the competition for the ITE
International Daniel B. Fambro Student Paper Award. The
International winner will receive up to $1,000 (U.S.) to reimburse
expenses to attend the ITE International Conference where they
will be presented the award.

Applicants for the Student Paper Award must be members of ITE,
and have completed the work that provides the basis for the paper
while a student member of ITE. The student must also be the sole
author.

Submission Deadline: April 1, 2009

For further information, contact:

Gene Chartier, P.Eng.
vicepresident@cite7.org
Tel: 905.985.7346

For more information regarding any of these
scholarships or awards, or to download application
forms, visit our updated website:
www.cite7.org/scholarships_awards/index.php

mailto:vicepresident@cite7.org?subject=Dr. Michel van Aerde Memorial Scholarship
mailto:vicepresident@cite7.org?subject=John Vardon Memorial Scholarship
mailto:vicepresident@cite7.org?subject=Student Paper Competition
mailto:vicepresident@cite7.org?subject=CITE iTRANS Undergraduate Scholarship
http://www.cite7.org/scholarships_awards/index.php

