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Montréal... modern facilities and attractions against a
backdrop of European history and charm where the

downtown core and historic Old Montréal shine year-round
with international festivals and events. With our innate joie
de vivre, it’s no wonder we’re rated one of the world’s most
liveable cities. With so much to discover, consider this your
personal invitation to join us for Montréal 2009... Reshaping
Transportation: Human Element & Sustainability, May 30th to
June 3rd.

The Local Arrangements Committee has been busy
organizing a series of technical presentations covering a
broad range of transportation topics, technical tours that
include our award winning BIXI, fun-filled social programs
that allow you to mix & mingle with colleagues from across
the country - including some District 1 counterparts,
specialized training opportunities in both Greenmodes and the
Canadian Capacity Guide, plus... two excellent guest
speakers.

As an added consideration we have added live simultaneous
translation services for all technical presentations. Regardless
of whether the presentation is in English or French, the
supplied multi-channel wireless headphones will provide you
with convenient multi-directional translation.

MONTRÉAL 2009
Le transport renouvelé

Dimension humaine et développement durable
30 mai au 3 juin

Reshaping Transportation
Human Element and Sustainability
May 30 to June 3

REGISTER NOW!

Download the PDF file of the Registration Form or the Preliminary Technical Program.
Téléchargez ici le formulaire d'inscription et le programme prélimininaire.
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Please describe what attracted you to transportation
engineering?

I spent my last two years of high school overseas (Malaysia). It
was amazing to see the transformation of a developing country
through infrastructure investment - new roads, bridges,
roundabouts, light-rail transit. Two lane rural roads were being
upgraded to new six-lane arterials; a traffic signal by my high
school was being replaced with a multi-level flyover with a

roundabout underneath. The country was booming in the early
1990s - it opened my eyes to the role of transportation
engineers.

If asked to speak to a class of engineering students, how
would you recommend it as a profession?

I think the biggest skill I learned in University was how to think.
While I have never had to design a dam or a building, the ability

MEMBER HIGHLIGHT

Academic Achievements & Professional Designations:

P. Eng. (Alberta)

At which educational institution(s) did you earn your degree?

University of Waterloo, B.A.Sc., Civil Engineering
(1999)
University of Calgary, M.Eng., Civil Engineering
(2008)

What was your first job after University?

Transportation Planning Engineer - Urban Systems,
Kelowna

Current employment:

Manager, Development Services
Transportation Planning, City of Calgary

When did you join CITE?

1999

What roles/positions have you taken on as a member of CITE?

Secretary, BC Interior Chapter (1999)
Secretary-Treasurer, BC Interior Chapter (2000)
Publicity Coordinator, Southern Alberta Section
(2002-03)
Secretary, Southern Alberta Section (2004-07)
Vice-President, Southern Alberta Section (2008)
President, Southern Alberta Section (2009)

Married with Children?

Wife Sarah, plus one energetic pre-school boy with
another child on the way.

Current city/prov of residence:

Calgary, AB

Personal hobbies:

Bass Guitar, Sports Memorabilia, Spending time
with family
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RYAN

to think logically and work through problems has enabled me to
take on new tasks and solve problems that weren’t directly
taught in school.

During your career to date, have you pursued any
professional designations through ITE? If no, do you plan to
in the future?

I have not pursued any professional designations. I have thought
about taking the refresher courses, mainly to keep my technical
skills fresh, but I don’t plan on pursuing any of the designations.

Who has had the greatest influence on your life and
career?

My parents have had the greatest influence on my life,
challenging me through school, and fully supporting any
adventure I went on. My dad is an engineer, but I never really
knew what an engineer did until I asked him the summer before
Grade 12! It seemed like an exciting career path that matched
my skill set - so I ended up cramming all my science courses into
my final year of high school to get the pre-requisites for
engineering.

Projecting yourself into the future, from an end-of-career
perspective, what will you hope to have accomplished?

As a Transportation Planning Engineer, I realize that most of my
decisions have long term implications for how a city is shaped.
Unfortunately, I will be much further along in my career before I
realize the success (or otherwise) of my actions. As such, I try to
learn from other people’s actions before me!

I think the biggest shift that I hope to contribute to is a city where
more mobility choices are more available to all citizens, and
communities are shaped around walking, cycling and transit, not
just the automobile.

If you did not pursue engineering as a career choice, did
you have another career in mind?

When I was applying for universities, I had applied to the
Business Program at StFX. They were the first to offer me
admission, and even threw a few scholarships my way to entice

me to come out. It was more of a backup plan in case I couldn’t
get into Engineering school.

What is the first thing people most commonly ask or say
when they find out you are a transportation engineer?

They typically ask if I can change the signal timings for them.
Those that don’t realize that there are probably over 100
transportation engineers with the City of Calgary ask if I am
working on “Project X”. Most people tend to associate
transportation engineers with the large infrastructure projects that
are highly visible.

What is the most daring thing you’ve done in your lifetime
(that you’re willing to see in print)?

It’s pretty sad when this is the toughest question to come up
with a good answer. I like to consider myself a risk taker, but I’ve
never jumped out of an airplane, bungee jumped, streaked
across a football field or outrun an avalanche.

What is the last book that you read, or are currently reading?
I love to research a variety of topics (which sometimes leaves
little room in my head for the important stuff)! I am a big fan of
non-fiction books, especially business and finance books. I don’t
get too much time to read though…

I am currently reading Traffic by Tom Vanderbilt (you know you
are a transportation engineer when…!) It is a fascinating book
about the social aspect of traffic and why people drive the way
they do.

Have you ever met anyone you consider famous?
Not really. I guess the only one close is a girl I went to high
school with was on the first season of “For Love or Money”!
Does that count?!

What is the single greatest satisfaction you take from the
engineering profession?

Knowing that I have the ability to make the city I live in a better
place for future generations.

VANDERPUTTEN
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STUDENT CHAPTER ADVISOR
At educational institutions nationwide, engineering enrollment is
decreasing while the demand for skilled transportation engineers
is increasing. The role of educators in promoting the
transportation engineering profession has never been more
critical.

Specifically, the purpose of a Student Chapter is to promote the
advancement of transportation engineering by fostering the close
association of students with both the profession and the
Institute; to acquaint students with topics of interest in
transportation engineering through competent speakers and of
Chapter-sponsored trips; to foster the development of
professional spirit, to promote common interests among students
and to encourage the enhancement and optimization of facilities
for transportation engineering study. Although the programs and
activities of each student chapter vary greatly, the goal of
introducing students to the transportation profession and
supplementing their classroom and laboratory experiences must
be maintained.

ROLE & RESPONSIBILITIES

The Student Chapter Advisor supports Chapter growth and
development, ensures continuity through the successful
transition of successive leadership, acts as an ITE liaison, and
promotes both the professional and academic welfare of
Chapter members. The following is a highlight of some Advisor
responsibilities:

• support the development of a new ITE Student Chapter at
your institution, if not already in place.

• actively recruit quality leaders at both the undergraduate and

graduate levels.

• support member recruitment activities.

• assist with on-site technical presentations by suggesting
topics and points of contacts.

• support students’ participation in technical projects by offering
to provide technical oversight as needed. Technical project
activities can sometimes serve dual roles providing academic
credit or points towards completion of a class.

• help identify sources of in-house institutional support for
activities or to request the funding assistance.

• where appropriate, co-author presentations or publications for
ITE forums with student members. These can be reports of
preliminary findings of a sponsored project, results of a non-
sponsored project or other.

• actively support the outstanding efforts of your student
leaders and members.

BENEFITS & INCENTIVES
All academic advisors of CITE Student Chapters are offered the
following incentives to promote student participation in ITE:

• Payment of annual membership dues, conditional based on
report submission on actions taken to encourage student
membership and activity in ITE;

• Payment of the registration fee for the CITE Annual
Conference, conditional based on conference attendance; and

• $500 reimbursement for resource purchases through ITE, one-
time allowance.

DID YOU KNOW?

The 2009 ITE Quad Conference is fast approaching! Please circle the dates on your calendar, then register
online at www.citevancouver.org/quad/registration/

The annual ITE Quad conference is hosted each year by one of the four Pacific Northwest ITE sections: Greater
Vancouver, Vancouver Island, Washington State, and Oregon State. In 2008 the Quad conference was held in
Victoria (BC) in conjunction with the CITE Annual Meeting. For more information about the Conference, please
visit our website.

http://www.citevancouver.org/quad
http://www.citevancouver.org/quad/registration/



